


darkness, the

the cold Finally, it crosses the outer sys-
tem ring, and triggers a series of

alien probe drifts automatic warnings.
into the outer reaches On the homeworld, a computer
of the star system, console hums to life,
drawn by the star's beginning a chain of
gravity. For days it events that eventually
continues unno- lead to interstellar war...
ticed, its power

systems long ago

bumnt out...
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